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STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE — REPORTS 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.15 am]: I rise to present to the house 
four reports: the “Emergency Preparedness Report 2012” prepared by the State Emergency Management 
Committee; the reports commissioned by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and undertaken by Noetic 
Solutions Pty Ltd, headed “Post Incident Analysis for Blackwood Fire 8—Ellens Brook–Gnarabup, 23/24 
November 2011”, concerning the Margaret River fire, and “Post Incident Analysis for Blackwood Fire 11—
Milyeannup–Sollya, 23 November to 5 December 2011”, concerning the Milyeannup fire; and the SEMC advice 
regarding the reports provided by Noetic. 

The SEMC is the state’s peak emergency management body, and at the request of the government it prepared a 
report on the state’s preparedness for emergencies. The “Emergency Preparedness Report 2012” is an assessment 
of current capabilities and is geared towards a strategic, statewide overview with a specific focus on the three 
natural hazards of cyclone, bushfire and flood, with bushfire given particular attention in view of recent 
incidents. The report indicates that the state is better prepared for the 2012–13 bushfire season relative to 2011–
12 due to better training, resourcing and improved interagency arrangements. A number of initiatives have been 
put in place to increase community awareness, and increased resources for response have been provided by the 
government. The preparedness report finds that there have been notable advances in the state’s preparedness, but 
acknowledges that significant work remains to be done. 
The Noetic reports contained 91 lessons, of which 73 are supported and have progressed or are consistent with 
current practice. The SEMC was asked to advise the government of the progress by government agencies 
regarding the lessons contained in the Noetic reports and the implications of the findings as they relate to the 
state’s preparedness for bushfire in the lead-up to the 2012–13 bushfire season. The SEMC advice details the 
reasons when a lesson is not supported. In most cases, it is because the agency has adopted alternative 
approaches to management of the issues identified by Noetic. The SEMC did not find any reason to object to any 
of the alternatives proposed by the agencies. 
I commend to the house the State Emergency Management Committee’s “Emergency Preparedness Report 
2012”, the Noetic reports and the SEMC advice regarding the Noetic reports. 
[See papers 5585 to 5588.] 
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